Q: What is worship?
Definition: Devotion or commitment to something or someone; to regard with great or extravagant respect, honor, or devotion.
• Worship is sacrificial living - Romans 12: 1-2 – Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. 
• In the Bible, worship is usually expressed in praise and singing.
Worship is mentioned in the Bible 8629 times!!

Q: When did worship start? 
When the heavens and the earth were created. Job 38:4-7 NKJV – “Where were you when I laid the foundations of the earth? Tell Me if you have understanding. Who determined its measurements? Surely you know! Or who stretched the line upon it? To what were its foundations fastened? Or who laid its cornerstone when the morning stars (angels) sang together and all the sons of God shouted for joy?”

Q: What can worship express?
1. Thankfulness/Gratitude - Hebrews 13:15 – “Therefore by Him let us continually offer the sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to His name.”
2. Humility - Psalm 95:6 - “Oh come, let us worship and bow down; Let us kneel before the LORD our Maker.”  
3. Joy - Psalm 47:1 - “Oh, clap your hands, all you peoples! Shout to God with the voice of triumph!”  
4. Surrender - Psalm 63:4 - “Thus I will bless You while I live; I will lift up my hands in Your name.”  
5. Total devotion - Psalm 111:1 – Praise the LORD! I will praise the LORD with my whole heart, in the assembly of the upright and in the congregation.

Q: Why worship?
1. God tells us to. John 4: 23-24 - But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship Him. God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.
2. To interact on a personal level with God.
3. For all the amazing works that God has done, for who He is and how He has saved us… many times there is no better way to express our joy or gratitude, our brokenness or victory, or His worthiness than worshipping the Lord through singing a song.
4. Praise is a powerful tool in the hands of the believer to declare the worth of God. Because of who God is and all He has done, we have all the more reason to lift our hearts and voices in worship every day.
5. To share your faith with others. Acts 16:25 NKJV - But at midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to them. You never know who’s watching your worship. You never know who’s listening in to see how you will respond to a great difficulty or trial.

Q: What can happen if you worship someone or something besides God?
Disaster - 1 Kings 9:9 - People will answer, ‘Because they have forsaken the Lord their God, who brought their ancestors out of Egypt, and have embraced other gods, worshiping and serving them—that is why the Lord brought all this disaster on them.’”
Distance from God - Isaiah 29:13 - The Lord says: “These people come near to me with their mouth and honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me. Their worship of me is based on merely human rules they have been taught.

Conclusion: 
The more we give to God in worship, the more effective and meaningful our worship experience will become.  
•Jeremiah 29:13 - If you seek Me you will find Me IF you seek Me with all your heart 
• James 4:8 - Draw near to God and He will draw near to you

He could use rocks and trees, but he allows us the privilege of worshiping!
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1 Chronicles 16: 8-12 and 23-36
8Oh, give thanks to the LORD!
Call upon His name;
Make known His deeds among the peoples!
9Sing to Him, sing psalms to Him;
Talk of all His wondrous works!
10Glory in His holy name;
Let the hearts of those rejoice who seek the LORD!
11Seek the LORD and His strength;
Seek His face evermore!
12Remember His marvelous works which He has done,
His wonders, and the judgments of His mouth,
23Sing to the LORD, all the earth;
Proclaim the good news of His salvation from day to day.
24Declare His glory among the nations,
His wonders among all peoples.
25For the LORD is great and greatly to be praised;
He is also to be feared above all gods.
26For all the gods of the peoples are [a]idols,
But the LORD made the heavens.
27Honor and majesty are before Him;
Strength and gladness are in His place.
28Give to the LORD, O families of the peoples,
Give to the LORD glory and strength.
29Give to the LORD the glory due His name;
Bring an offering, and come before Him.
Oh, worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness!
30Tremble before Him, all the earth.
The world also is firmly established,
It shall not be moved.
31Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad;
And let them say among the nations, “The LORD reigns.”
32Let the sea roar, and all its fullness;
Let the field rejoice, and all that is in it.
33Then the trees of the woods shall rejoice before the LORD,
For He is coming to judge the earth.
34Oh, give thanks to the LORD, for He is good!
For His mercy endures forever.
35And say, “Save us, O God of our salvation;
Gather us together, and deliver us from the Gentiles,
To give thanks to Your holy name,
To triumph in Your praise.”
36Blessed be the LORD God of Israel
From everlasting to everlasting!
And all the people said, “Amen!” and praised the LORD.
